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Swiss folklore fans gather
for world’s biggest festival
of wooden alpine horns
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The soft sounds of hundreds of
wooden Swiss alpine horns filled
the wvalley below Switzerland’s
Mount Tracouet on July 22. They
had gathered for the world’s big-
gest festival of alpine horns.

The traditional instruments —
called alphorn in German and cor
des Alpes in French — look like
long smoking pipes. They are over
3 meters long.

Swiss love the horns because
their smooth sounds make them
think of snow-topped mountain

peaks and low-lying clouds. The
horns were long ago used by herd-
ers to call their cows and were of-
ten blown in the evening.

This year, more than 3,500 peo-
ple attended the three-day festival
in the ski town of Nendaz. The
town is in the Swiss canton of Val-
ais above the Rhone River valley.

In the grand finale on July 22,
about 200 men and women dressed
in folk costumes blew their horns
at the same time, trying to im-
press the judges. (Reuters)
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# People gathered around him to listen to his words.
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¢ The company has been gathering information on customers
for three years.
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Astronaut drops in from
space station to perform
at Kraftwerk concert
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The German pop group Kraft-
werk is famous for their electronic
music. In the ’70s, their “robot
pop” sounded like it was played by
an astronaut. At a Kraftwerk con-
cert on July 19, a real astronaut ap-
peared and played with the band.

German astronaut Alexander
Gerst appeared on a huge screen at
the band’s concert in Stuttgart,
southern Germany. Gerst has been
on the International Space Station
since early June. It is his second

He wore a T-shirt with the anime
character Captain Future on it, and
he held a tablet showing a colored
synthesizer keypad. As the four
members of Kraftwerk stood be-
hind their own synthesizers, Gerst
played the five notes from the
movie Close Encounters of the
Third Kind. The 1977 movie is
about aliens landing on Earth in a
UFO. Then Kraftwerk and Gerst
launched into a performance of
the synth-pop band’s 1978 song,
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+ He has been working on the project since last month.
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